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STOP PRESS! September Garden Visit!  

Garden Visit on 29 Saturday,  
starting at 2pm at Garden 1

Garden 1: Merele Webb.  
Members organize their own car pooling. Easy 
access. Merele is a landscape designer & now has 
a unit with  medium-sized  garden areas. There are 
young Mallee eucalypts with eremophilas and many 
other genera. 
 
Garden 2: For those interested you can also visit Bev 
Fox’s Garden 
This Garden is part of Open Gardens-Victoria Sat 
29th or Sun 30th from 10am-4:30pm. Adults $8 
Students $5. Peter has contacted Bev, and she is 
happy to have the Yarra Yarra Group visit sometime 
next year if you can’t fit in this weekend. 
(FYI: Due to unforeseen circumstances Sandra 
McMahon’s garden is no longer available at this 
time - a possibility for next year instead).  

 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:

Riziki Bashigwa, Lucy Callaghan, Ann Creek, Liz 
Eadie, Anna Gleeson, Julie Kitchingman, Stewart 
Lewis, Yolanda McKindlay, Anne & Frank May, 
Alexandra Morton, Kate Phillips, Daniel & Bec 
Russell, Melody Walrod & Aminath Zeena.

General Meeting Thursday, October 4  
 

Speakers: Barbara & David Pye  
 

Title: The Melton Botanic Garden
Barb and David Pye have been APS members for 
greater than 50 years.  They have been instrumental 
in the development of the Eucalyptus and Western 
Australian and South Australian sections of the 
Melton Botanic Gardens.   
 
While they will talk generally about the ongoing 
development of the Melton garden, special 
emphasis will be given to the part of the garden 
for which they are responsible.  This includes 
a collection of around 100 species of dryland 
Eucalypts, and several hundred species of Western 
Australian and South Australian plant species. 

Image: Grevilllea magnifica & Display Bed, Melton 
BG.
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Future APS YY Speakers:
1-Nov   APS YY Grand Flower Table

6-Dec   APS YY Christmas Party & Slide Show.

6 to 10 images per person, you are welcome to 
submit on USB or via Dropbox anytime

Garden Visits: 
Remaining Gardens Visits for 2018
Sunday Oct 7th, 2 pm Kathy Cook and Ken Sikaris’ 
large garden in Eaglemont.  
A 10-15 y old informal garden designed by Merele 
Webb with a large pond. Street parking and easy 
access.

Sunday Nov 4, 2pm Joe Wilson and Lee Johnson’s 
gardens. Smaller area gardens both in Donvale, 
with details to follow in the next Newsletter.

Image: from the Document Camera with more on 
p10  - Pomaderris lanigera

THE FJC Rogers Seminar

Fred Rogers was a passionate advocate for 
Australian Plants.  A detailed history of Fred and 
these seminars can be read on the APS Vic site 
https://apsvic.org.au/fjc-rogers-seminar/

The Australian Plants Society we now know was 
formed as the Society for Growing Australian 
Plants (SGAP) in 1953 by Arthur Swaby here in 
Melbourne. Fred Rogers joined SGAP/APS in 1959.  
He became a leader and a man of knowledge and 
action so during his term of office the Society grew 
from 700 members to over 1200. An additional 
seven District Groups were formed during Fred’s 
term as President. In March 1966, Fred called 
a meeting to his home in Ringwood and the 
“Maroondah Group” was formed with him as the 
inaugural President, a position he held for the next 
5 years.  (Continued p10)

APS Yarra Yarra Particulars

The APS Yarra Yarra Committee:

•Miriam Ford (President, Newsletter Editor, COM 
delegate) M 0409 600 644

•Mike Ridley (Treasurer & Multi-media Tech guy) 
0418 322 969

•Joanne Cairns (Secretary & Co-editor of website & 
Facebook page) 0425 760 325

•Carmen Cooper (Membership Officer)  
0413 012 045

•Adrian Seckold (Minutes Secretary & meeting plant 
sales) 0431 071 503

*Peter Smith ( Garden Visits) 0425 798 275.

Contributions to the 2018 November APS YY News 
to Miriam by 19 October please

Email: miriamdfc30@gmail.com OR post to 
Newsletter editor APS Yarra Yarra PO Box 298, 
Eltham 3095  
 
Thank you to Jill Lulham, Joanne Cairns, Mike Ridley, 
Peter Smith for articles, Jill and Joanne for proof 
reading, Ben Eaton, Rob Dunlop, Jill Lulham, & 
Joanne Cairns for images. Editor (MF) for all other 
images & articles.  
 
We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of 
our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd. 
 
Thank you to Vicki Ward’s Office for printing
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September 6Meeting Report: Speaker Katie Holmes  -The Mallee

Professor Katie Holmes is an environmental historian and told us about Victorian Mallee through a series of 
quotes accompanied by black and white historic images of its history – its use and abuse. The Mallee is an 
ancient landscape that was inhabited by indigenous people for millennia prior to settlement by Europeans. 

They had a long history of understanding of the landscape, a more empathic and sustainable approach to farming 
(see Dark Emu Black Seeds by Bruce Pascoe). To the Europeans who came it was very different to anything they 
had come across before. It was perceived as waterless, featureless and monotonous. Horses were important 
to the exploration of the Mallee with both horse and rider often not surviving the “desolate” landscape. Many 
descriptions of the mallee in the pastoral era in the early 1800s talk of the landscape as being actively hostile to 
survival. Sheep were introduced, then the rabbits came. Dry seasons followed and destroyed what little was left.

A particular tour of the valley in 1880 by government 
officials described what was seen as an abomination 
of desolation, miles and miles of nothing, thousands 
and thousands of rabbits. This heralded the end of the 
pastoral era. Thus the land was then freed for small 
settlements with a change of sentiment towards the 
mallee as a place that could be settled by families. It 
was re-imagined as transformed into a vast wheat field 
inhabited by prosperous families. 

Then there was the advent of new Technology – the 
stump jump plough and the roller, a huge old boiler 
pulled by a team of bullocks (see image below). Clearing 
by these rollers would completely destroy the mallee 
scrubland. The tree debris was burnt, the land ploughed 
and the remaining mallee roots grubbed out.

The effect of these two devices was to convert the 
mallee scrub to a ‘productive landscape’. By the early 
1890s the vision of a reclaimed mallee took hold. It was 
promoted as a place of agriculture. The re-imagination 
of the mallee triumphed even over gold. But it wasn’t 
to last. Within 5 years the Federation drought began, 
one of the early devastating droughts that affected 
eastern Australian (early 1900s). Once again the land 
was perceived as actively hostile, with an agency willing 
people to leave. There was an exodus from the area. 
The government sent water in.

Again the question as to whether the mallee was 
worth saving 
arose. Drought 
in Australia is an 
all too familiar 
constant. Early 
settlers were 
particularly 
ill equipped. 
Houses were 
rudimentary 
at best. In 
response to this 
drought the 
government 
decided to take water to the farmers from other regions 
of Victoria (Goulburn, Grampians) via channels. Then 
came the duststorms. During the first one people 
thought the end of the world had come. The fine 
sand of the mallee region needed the grass and the 
scrub to hold it in place. Thousands of acres of land 
would be lost each time. When the sun reappeared 
the desolation was clear. In January 1893, there was 

another storm and the environmental implications were 
becoming clear.  
Fortunately, also around this time the natural beauty of 
the flora and fauna (in areas that remained untouched) 
was being noticed. During the 1930s there was growing 
interest in the flora and fauna - the abundant birdlife, 
the Mallee thickets and extraordinary & unique mallee 
fowl nests. A new imagination arose. The Wyperfeld 
National Park was declared in 1921 and expanded 
significantly to protect 357,017 hectares of mallee, 
woodland, and heathland. It was to become the third 
largest national park in Victoria, Australia. 
 
Conservation activity intensified.  There was a sense 
of the need to preserve the environmental and urban 
heritage.  Conflict arose around the Little Desert.  Many 
locals were opposed but it was eventually declared.  A 
great win for conservation.  The Little Desert National 
Park is a 132,647-hectare national park is situated 
near Dimboola, approximately 375 kilometres west of 
Melbourne.  Henry Bolte set up the land conservation 
act (1949) and there were systematic surveys across 
the state the Mallee particularly.  More parks were 
recommended to convert barren country back to 
original state.   Big Desert wilderness area was another 
area set aside. The Mallee now has more acreage set 
aside for NPs than any other area in Victoria. 

Katie finished 
by saying how 
many of the 
farmers in the 
region have 
spent many 
generations 
there.  They 
have developed 
a love of the 
landscape 
but have an 

ambivalence borne of the experience of making a living 
from farming there.  

Thank you Katie for enlightening us to the extraordinary 
history of our Mallee Country. 

Images: Dust Storm, Ouyen, 1937; The roller in action, pulled by bullock team.
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Thanks to Miriam, Rob D, and Mike W for presenting 
the specimens, and members who brought 
in labelled specimens and contributed to the 
discussion. This is just a small selection of those 
brought to the meeting.

RHAMNACEAE

Pomaderris lanigera (local, to 2-3m, large yellow 
flower heads, in bud for month)

PROTEACEAE

Grevillea flexuosa (WA, Zigzag Grevillea, 2yo, frost 
affected, large but can be pruned)

Isopogon cuneata (WA, <2.5m, large pink flower 
heads)

Banksia prionotes (Acorn Banksia, WA, to 10m, 
fast growing); B. praemorsa (Cut-leaf Banksia, WA, 
yellow form, one of few reliable WA species to grow 
in the east)

Dryandra formosa (Showy Dryandra, WA, 1-3m, 
yellow-orange flower heads)

Telopea ‘Shady Lady’ (NSW hybrid - speciosissima x 
oreades, growing at Main Ridge)

RUTACEAE

Leionema lamprophyllum (was Phebalium, Shiny 
Phebalium, clusters of white flowers, from Brisbane 
Ranges, pink form there too)

Asterolasia hexapetala (NSW, <2m, 5 white petals 
with yellow stamens)

Philotheca myoporoides (Long-leaf Waxflower, Qld, 
NSW, Vic, hardy)

ERICACEAE

Lissanthe strigosa (Peach Heath, Grampians and all 
eastern States, <1m)

MYRTACEAE

Hypocalymma angustifolium (White Myrtle, WA. 
<1.5m, white form, more commonly pink and white, 
hardy)

Micromyrtus ciliata (Fringed Heath Myrtle, NSW, 
Vic, 1m high x 3m wide)

September Flower Table - Report by Jill Lulham
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SeptemberFlower Table:  Images Ben Eaton
FABACEAE

Acacia guinetii (Golden Gravel Wattle, WA, <2m, 
yellow balls)

Kennedia prostrata (Running Postman, all States 
except NT, spread of 1.5m, scarlet pea flowers)

CASUARINACEAE

Allocasuarina grampiana (Grampians Sheoak, Vic, 
blue-grey foliage)

ORCHIDACEAE

Pterostylis curta (Greenhoods grown in pot, 
terrestrial orchid easiest to grow)

GOODENIACEAE

Goodenia sp. (possibly G. scapigera or decursiva, 
WA, normally white, this one pale blue)

SCROPHULARIACEAE

Eremophila maculata ‘Wendy’ (<2m, pinkish red 
tubular flowers, doesn’t mind pruning) 

Images:  Page 4, LHS Dryandra formosa, Telopea 
“Shady Lady’; RHS Asterolasia hexapetala, 
Hypocalymma angustifolia (white form), Micromyrtus 
ciliata. 

This page 5: Below - Pterostylis curta, RHS Lissanthe 
strigosa, Acacia guinetti, Allocasuarina grampiana. 
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I am always amazed how smoothly the members work together to convert the bare rooms at the ECRC to 
a well structured and cornucopian display. The tables have precise locations and some tables have risers 
whilst others have screens. This year numbered cloths were boxed for each hall to match table numbers, 

this saved the usual frustrating searches for the right sized cloths. Even the stall holders are given a plan and 
know exactly which door to use and how many tables they will have.

By the end of Friday, a lovely display of flowers 
were cut, arranged in vases, moved to the ID table, 
labelled and then placed in similar groups. There 
was a special display of WA plants with a diorama 
as a backdrop and plenty of enticing photos. On the 
stage in the main hall the display of paintings by our 
members was striking, framing the hall contents.

The Yarra Yarra plant stall was bursting at the seams 
with the addition of Yarra Yarra Growers plants as 
well as Fernacres lush ferns.

There are always final touches on Saturday morning 
and some stalls arriving make for a busy start with 
the excitement building and people queuing outside 
before 10am.

Visitors liven the expo, rushing to the stall that has 
that special plant they found listed on our website. 
Children starting to search for items listed in their 
booklets with patient parents guiding them. Then 
there was the gumnut table for children. Gluing 
and drilling, Roy helped the children make all sorts 
of creatures with gumnuts and twigs, mounted on 
discs sliced from branches -then helped them paint 
their gumnut creature. What a huge success, many 
happy and engaged children.

 

Expo 2018 Special 1- Joanne Cairns 
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Expo 2018 Special : Images Ben & Miriam
 It was delightful to be on duty next to the Birds 
Australia stall and have the calls of our native birds 
serenading us. What bird was that? A very popular 
stall as was the bookstall which raised a record 
amount. A wide range of great books were selling 
like hotcakes.

Visitors asked for advice on plants, help with 
choosing plants, directions to growers, membership 
information and joined the audience for the talks 
and demonstrations. They told us that they loved 
the experience, loved the displays, loved buying 
plants and also were pleased to be able to have a 
break for lunch or Devonshire tea provided so ably 
by the scouts.

Congratulations to all those who spent many hours 
organizing the Expo, to those generous members 
who set up, ‘bumped out’ and those who manned 
the stalls. Team work. There were more than 225 
2hr time slots filled for the roster by 40 members, 
not including helpers from other groups. This is 
where members connect and why our group is a 
success.

Images: Page 6: Bottom - Wave Rock, Hyden, WA 
diarama. The Old Nutter (aka Roy) holds court, 
Herman the Hermit Crab, made and held by Leanne.  
 
This page 7 Bottom - Sales, Hall 1; helping with 
flower ID - Neil Marriott, Joe Wilson with Craig.  Suzie 
holds aloft one of her lovely arrangements. 



8 | APS Yarra Yarra News - October 2018

EXPO 2018 Special 2- Jill Lulham  & Mike Ridley

The layout worked especially well this year, 
the mixed flower displays as well, and 
especially the wonderful perfume in Hall 2 

provided by the orchid display. (Ed: congratulations 
to the Events Team and particularly Jill for the many 
iterations of the various plans.  They played a crucial 
role in the whole event going smoothly)

Thanks to Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd for their 
generous sponsorship, which makes the event 
more viable to continue. Thank you also to all our 
other sponsors for gifts for our speakers/workshop 
presenters, and for door prizes: Kuranga Native 
Nursery, Bunnings Eltham, Seasol International, 
Grow Better Garden Products and 3CR. Also thanks 

to all the Real Estate agents for providing the 7 
roadside boards to advertise our event: Jellis Craig 
Doncaster & Ivanhoe branches, Barry Plant Diamond 
Creek, Morrison Kleeman Eltham, and Buckingham 
& Company Greensborough. Although it wasn’t 
needed, thanks to Philip Webb RE for the marquee 
for the verandah in case of bad weather.

Last, but not least, thanks to all APS members 
helping on Friday, and indeed over the whole 
weekend. Special thanks to Neil and Wendy Marriott 
for helping with ID, Lindy Harris for her Karwarra 
display, to Maroondah Group for their great display 
also, Sue & Bill for APS Vic books, and indeed to all 
the stallholders. (from Jill Lulham)

The number of visitors through the door was over 900 which is an increase from last year 
– the little chart below shows attendances over the last few years. 2015 had better numbers; 
nevertheless, this year was a good result. One change from last year - we had 8 visitors arrive at the 

front desk without any cash (even though the entrance fee is only $5 or $4) – this is not uncommon these 
days. In future we will have to cater for the ‘cashless’ society with another EFTPOS machine or some other 
method of ‘tap and go’ with a mobile phone. 

Adults Conc Total
2018 560 349 909
2017 450 304 754
2015 541 422 963
2014 376 315 691
2013 310 259 569

(No Expo in 2016)

The talks were well attended and worth the effort 
to find speakers who drew the crowds. Book sales 
were very successful as our commission boosted our 
income by $265.

Yarra Yarra sales area had high volume for the first 
couple of hours on Saturday and then settled 

down to steady numbers during the day – we will 
streamline the payment system for the next event. 
Sunday was less phrenetic. APS Yarra Yarra Growers 
( the La Trobe collaboration project) had a successful 
weekend with 150 tube stock sold; 11 six inch pots 
sold and all 23 Acacia leprosa plants leaving the 
stall.

The net gain over the weekend is about $4013.53 
with a few more expenses and income to arrive on 
the door step. Just a few figures that you can stun 
your friends, and may or may not be of interest are: 
40 members worked 487 hours over the three days! 
Overall a highly successful weekend. (from Mike 
Ridley)
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 A celebration of Expo 2018 & the Spirit of APS Yarra Yarra: Images P 8 Epacris cornucopia & Karwarra 
Display, P9 Above Orchid Display & Medium shrubs display on our lovely black skirted round tables (thanks to 
Suzie sewing wizardry), Below- AB Bishop and Loretta Childs speaking, Nancy Johnson painting, A view of the 
Sales desk through the bushes & the Propagation Demo team of Jenny and Carmen with keen learners. 
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Diary Dates & FJC Rogers Seminar

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome 

When: 8 pm 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30 pm. Come early for plant sales.

Venue: Orana building, Araluen Centre. 226 Old Eltham Rd,Lower Plenty.

Guest Speaker:Learn more through talks and discussion by expert speakers

Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one only per person) at the 
end when requested.

Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible

Plant Sales: Members may buy or sell their own plants, unusual varieties are often available

Chairs: Members please help set up chairs from 7.30 onwards and put away again after the meeting. 

6 and 7 of October APS 
Grampians Group Pomonal Native 
Flower Show, Pomonal Hall. 9.30 
am to 5.00 pm on Saturday, 10.00 
– 4.00 on Sunday. 
 
13 & 14 October South Gippsland 
Native Plant Sale and Flower 
Show, South Gippsland Historical 
Automobile Club Pavilion, 
Leongatha Recreating Reserve. 10 
am to 4 pm both days. 
 
20 & 21 October FJC Rogers 
Seminar – Goodeniaceae, co-
ordinated by Wimmera Growers 
of Australian Plants and APS 
Grampians. Contact email 
fjcrogersseminar2018@gmail.
com or Royce Raleigh, Chairman 
of FJC Rogers Goodeniaceae 
Seminar 2018 Committee Phone 
5383 6200. Registrations close 1 
October 2018.

APS Yarra Yarra will be hosting 
one of these seminars in October 
2020 and will need the assistance 
of our members to make the 
event successful and enjoyable.  
Be reassured, our EXPO training 
sets us up well for such events. 

Take the opportunity to attend 
this seminar.  Great learning, 
Great Gardens & Great company 
of many like minded passionate 
Aussie plant enthusiasts!

Images: Eremophila maculata 
‘Wendy’, Isopogon cuneatus. 

THE FJC Rogers Seminar

(continued from P2) 
Fred was involved at the local 
and Federal level initially living 
in Melbourne - he was a primary 
School principal for many years 
(in Melbourne & Horsham).  Fred 
was made a life member of APS 
Maroondah in 1971, APS Vic Inc. 
in 1972 as well as being made a 
life member of Ringwood Field 
Naturalists Club in 1975.  In 1991 
he was awarded the Natural 
History Medallion for his services 
to Australian Native Plants.  
 
He & family moved to the 
Wimmera region where he was 
instrumental in establishing 
the Wimmera Growers District 
Group. In 1995 he was presented 
with the ASGAP Australian 
Plants Award and also a life 
membership of Wimmera 
Growers of Australian Plants Inc. 
He wrote a number of books 
and many articles on native 
plants including a “Field Guide 
to Victorian Wattles”, “Growing 
Australian Plants” and “Growing 
More Australian Plants”, “A Guide 
to Plants in Little Desert and Mt 
Arapiles Area”.

In 1995, as Fred, Royce Raleigh 
and Paul Kennedy all had an 
interest in Hakeas, they had 
planned a large seminar on the 
species. Sadly Fred passed away 

before the event, which was then 
dedicated to him.

APS Victoria has honoured 
Fred by naming these bi-annual 
seminars –“ FJC Rogers Seminars” 
in recognition of his magnificent 
service to the Society and 
to uphold Fred’s desire that 
members should continue to be 
educated about specific groups 
of plants.

(these notes are an abbreviated 
version of Royce Raleigh’s piece on 
Fred on the APS Vic website)


